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become so popular, that he thought it should be investigated1 ; and in this research he was assisted by the Reverend Dr. Douglas2, now Bishop of Salisbury, the great detector of impostures; who informs me, that after the gentlemen who went and examined into the evidence were satisfied of its falsity, Johnson wrote in their presence an account of it, which was published in the newspapers and Gentleman's Magazine, and undeceived the world3.
1 Horace Walpolc, writing on Feb. 2, 1762 (Letters, iii. 481), says :—' I could send you volumes on the Ghost, and I believe, if I were to stay a little, I might send its life, dedicated to my Lord Dartmouth, by the Ordinary of Newgate, its two great patrons. A drunken parish clerk set it on foot out of revenge, the Methodists have adopted it, and the whole town of London think of nothing else. ... I went to hear it, for it is not an apparition, but an audition, . . . the Duke of York, Lady Northumberland, Lady Mary Coke, Lord Hertford, and I, all in one Hackney-coach : it rained torrents ; yet the lane was full of mob, and the house so full we could not get in.' See post, April 10, 1778.
" Described by Goldsmith in Retaliation as ' The scourge of impostors, the terror of quacks.' See ante, p. 229.
3 The account was as follows :— ' On the night of the 1st of February [1762] many gentlemen eminent for their rank and character were, by the invitation of the Reverend Mr. Aldrich, of Clerkcnwcll, assembled at his house, for the examination of the noises supposed to be made by a departed spirit, for the detection of some enormous crime.
' About ten at night the gentlemen met in the chamber in which the girl, supposed to be disturbed by a spirit, had, with proper caution, been put to bed by several ladies. They sat rather more than an hour, and hear-
ing nothing, went clown stairs, when they interrogated the father of the girl, who denied, in the strongest terms, any knowledge or belief of fraud.
' The supposed spirit had before publickly promised, by an affirmative knock, that it would attend one of the gentlemen into the vault under the Church of St. John, Clerkenwell, where the body is deposited, and give a token of her presence there, by a knock upon her coffin ; it was thei'efore determined to make this trial of the existence or veracity of the supposed spirit.
'While they were enquiring and deliberating, they were summoned into the girl's chamber by some ladies who were near her bed, and who had heard knocks and scratches. When the gentlemen entered, the girl declared that she felt the spirit like a mouse upon her back, and was required to hold her hands out of bed. From that time, though the spirit was very solemnly required to manifest its existence by appearance, by impression on the hand or body of any present, by scratches, knocks, or any other agency, no evidence of any preter-natural power was exhibited.
' The spirit was then very seriously advertised that the person to whom the promise was made of striking the coffin, was then about to visit the vault, and that the performance of the promise was then claimed. The company at one o'clock went into the church, and the gentleman tol, in lydK, ill the prrf.ire to llie third edition cif hi'. ('iir<i\ii di-M tilled 'the warmth uf iillVriinii and die dignity tif vcnetatiun1 wiili whirh lie never eea'-ed In dunk uf Mr. JitliiiMin,
